


Genkina Tajimi Project “Yakunara Mug Cup Mo”

Thank you for taking the time to read this magazine. “Yakunara Mug Cup Mo”
is a free publication put out by a group of people who love Tajimi. We call it

“Kurukuru Rokuro Manga.”

The city of Tajimi, located in the southern part of Gifu Prefecture, Japan, is famous
for Mino earthenware. The city is dotted with historical pottery producers and
ceramic art museums. It has facilities where you can try your hand at making

pottery, and many restaurants that serve food on Minoware dishes.

The story begins when a high school girl moves to a shopping street in Tajimi.
Many encounters await her, friends, town folk, ceramic art, etc. What will she

discover in a town famous for ceramics?
“Yakunara Mug Cup Mo” is a collaborative work by many people involved with
Tajimi’s pottery culture. Like it's main characters, “Yakunara Mug Cup Mo” will

develop slowly. We invite you to watch it grow.

Yakunara Mug Cup Mo staff
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The Summer Heat in Tajimi

Tajimi-city, Gifu is well known as one of the hottest
cities in Japan in the summer.

On the weather forecast, Tajimi is almost daily cited
as one of the cities which had a particularly high
temperature.

Tajimi is located in a temperate zone.

According to the Meteorological Agency, days
with temperatures above 30 degrees are defined as
a “tropical”, and days with temperatures above 35
degrees are defined as “moshobi”-heatwaves.
There were 23 tropical days and 8 heatwaves in
July, 2014.

Ishigaki island, Okinawa, at the southernmost part
of Japan, is located in a subtropical zone. It had
tropical weather every day, but no heatwaves in July
2014.

The study says that Tajimi’s geographical features
of basin and a foehn phenomenon bring the heat to
it. It results in summers with high humidity.

The heat in the daytime,
the coolness at night

There are few sweltering nights
although Tajimi records the highest
temperatures on record in the
daytime.

This is because the Toki River and
basin landscape make it difficult for
the air to spread horizontally. The
warm air escapes perpendicularly
after sunset and the temperature drops
easily.

The best measures against
the heat in Japan

On hot days, Unagapa, Tajimi’s mascot character,
makes its appearance at JR Tajimi station. It does
various kinds of activities: for example, handing

out uchiwas (Japanese fans), warning people to take
precautions against heatstroke, and handing out

goya (a bitter cucumber) seedlings to encourage the
public to build a “green curtain” against the heat.

Nature experiental accomodation
“Sannokura Chikyumura”

“Sannokura Chikyumura” is an experimental natural
accommodation in Sannokura, Tajimi.

There are an astronomical observatory, a camping ground
and sports facilities, where various kinds of events are held in
accordance with the season.

In Yakumo manga, Kukuri Mika’s uncle who makes bamboo
charcoal is modeled on a group of people who used this
facility.

There are similar facilities all over the country. They function
to preserve local tradition and culture.

Goya green curtain at Tajimi city library
Takesumi (Bamboo Charcoal)

Takesumi is a man-made porous product. It can be
used for various purposes, such as adjusting humidity,
deodorization, air purification, etc.

Its minerals might also be used and anti-bacterials.

The tubular shape of takesumi makes it good to use as a
decoration.
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